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In reading the gospel 
records of Christ's life 
on earth, I can't help 
but be impressed with 
how Christ changes 
people's lives. For ex- 
ample, when Christ called those 
who were to be His apostles, He 
told some fishermen: "Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of 
men" (Matt. 4:19-21). He later 
would turn these fishermen into 
mountain-climbers (Matt. 17:1)! 
On another occasion, Jesus met a 
man possessed with devils, and 
changed him from one who "wore 
no clothes, ... had not lived in a 
house, but among the tombs .... he 
was kept . . . bound with chains and 
shackles; but he would break the 
bonds", to someone who was 
"sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, 
and in his right mind" (Lk. 8:27, 
29, 35). What a change! In addi- 
tion to this, we could take note of 
the fact that when Christ went to 
a funeral, He would raise the 
dead (Lk. 7:11-16; Mk. 5:41-42; 
Jn. 11:43-44; etc.). He brought 
the dead back to life! Yes, there 
was a definite change in those 
folks! 

Later on in the first century, 
we see that people continued to 
be changed when they heard and 
obeyed the words of Christ. For 
example, we read that some 
among the Corinthian Christians 
had been, "sexually immoral ... 
idolaters ... adulterers ... men who 
practice homosexuality ... thieves 
greedy ... drunkards ... revilers, and 
swindlers" (I Cor. 6:9-10). What 



happened to these folks? They 
heard the gospel message, they be- 
lieved it and obeyed it (Acts 18:1-8; 
I Cor. 6:11)! Christ changed them! 
That is what happened! In the book 
of Acts, we read about the conver- 
sion of the Ephesians (19:1-7). 
They were also changed; and what 
a change! They were changed from 
"dead" to "living" (Eph. 2:1)! Note 
the degree of the change in their 
lives: "You were at that time separated 
from Christ, alienated from the com- 
monwealth of Israel, and strangers to 
the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world. 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ" (Eph. 2:12-13). 
Again, what a change had taken 
place in their lives! This change 
came about as a result of the rela- 
tionship they gained in Christ 
when they were baptized for the 
remission of sins (Acts 18:8; Gal. 
3:27). 

In truth, "change" is the very 
essence of repentance (A change of 
mind that results in a change of 
life)! Christ called for men to re- 
pent while He was on earth (Matt. 
4:17; Lk. 13:3). Too, when the 
apostles took the gospel to the 
world, they demanded men repent 
of their sins (Acts 2:38, 3:19, 17:30, 
19:19, 26:20). Regardless of their 
background, folks changed when 
they came in contact with the 
words of Christ. 

It is no different today. When 
we are willing to follow the word 
of Christ, it is not a matter of 



whether or not we wish to be changed. 
The Word will change us! Sadly, some 
people do not want to be changed and 
come out of sin. We see multiple exam- 
ples of this in the first century, including 
the Pharisees who would not confess 
Christ (Jn. 12:42-43), those who did not 
"gladly receive his word" in Acts 2:41, 
those who "mocked" Paul at Athens 
(Acts 17:32), civil rulers like Felix (Acts 
24:25), and numerous false teachers (II 
Pet. 2:1-2). They wanted to remain in 
sin, and this is where they stayed since 
they refused to change. Let us heed the 
warning from Scripture. It is a great and 
grave error if we are satisfied to stay in 
our sin and never change. 

Yet, if we will be Christ's, we must 
change. He demands it! We must repent 
of our sins and be baptized in order to be 
saved (Acts 2:38). Yet, it does not end 
there, for we must continue to change, 
to grow, and to mold ourselves to the 
image of Christ. The apostle Paul wrote 
this truth to the Roman Christians when 
he said: "Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed ..." (Rom. 12:2). 

"Change" can be difficult for those 
who are "set in their ways." Yet, Christ 
changes us, and it is a change for the 
better! We will be better in many areas 
of life when we accept what the Lord 
has said and follow Him (Col. 3:17; I 
Pet. 4:11) instead of following our own 
ideas as to how best to run our lives. 



Thoug ht: 



A mule can't pull while kicking; 

and cannot kick while pulling! The 

same thing goes for people. Are 

you a "puller" or a "kicker"? 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 
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The Old Paths 



"Offering A 
Tour Of Hell" 

Jarrod Jacobs 



Every year we hear 
about certain churches 
offering "alternatives" 
to haunted houses and 
the like. Generally, 
these churches will 
sponsor projects that have been 
called "Judgment Houses", "Hell 
Houses" and the like. Their pur- 
pose is offer people a "tour" of 
Hell and what it might be like 
when the wicked are sent there. I 
have heard about such things in at 
least three states, and I imagine 
our dear readers have heard of 
these, too. 

Why Should We Be Con- 
cerned About This Practice? 

Someone may ask, "What has 
this to do with me?" Friend, we 
need to be aware of these things 
because several denominational 
bodies think this type of flagrant 
dramatization is proper for reach- 
ing young people. We need to be 
cautious and concerned about 
things such as this because once 
certain brethren see the numbers 
involved, they will also want to 
"be like all the nations" (I Sam. 8:5- 
20). Unfortunately, we have some 
among us who will "tickle peo- 
ple's ears" in order to be popular 
(II Tim. 4:3-4). There are brethren 
crying for a "new" way of teach- 
ing and preaching! They ridicule 
what they call "1950's preaching." 
In other words, they do not like 
sermons that call sin sin! They do 
not like sermons that name false 
teachers and their doctrine. They 
would rather children enter into 
"Judgment Houses" and be 
"scared" into obedience, than to 
have them convicted through the 
pure and simple preaching of the 
word of God! 



Why Would a "Judgment 

House" Or "Hell House" Be 

Wrong? 

One reason why this type of 
thing is wrong is that it appeals to 
physical emotions rather than spiri- 
tual truth. The appeal in these 
"Judgment Houses" is made to 
emotionalism and sight tricks 
rather than the Word (II Tim. 4:2). 
A close study of the New Testa- 
ment reveals that Jesus spoke 
about hell more than any other 
teacher in the New Testament. 
Yet, He never appealed to emo- 
tionalism or sensationalism. 
Rather, He appealed to a calm and 
logical study. Jesus taught that Hell 
was a real place where condemned 
people would spend eternity. He 
taught it was a place of torment, 
fire, and punishment (Rev. 14:9-11, 
21:8; Matthew 25:46; Mk. 9:43- 
48). You know, Jesus would have 
known about theatres, dramatiza- 
tions, and the like while He was on 
earth. The plays of Sophocles and 
Euripides were common in His 
day. Yet, what I find interesting is 
that Jesus didn't tell us to put on 
plays, skits, dramatizations, and 
the like as a means of spreading 
His word. Rather, He chose to ap- 
peal to logic, reason and to the soul 
of man about this terrible place (I 
Cor. 1:18-29). Why is this not good 
enough for us? 

The Work of the Church 



We need to understand that the 
church is not in the entertaining busi- 
ness. The church is to be working to save 
souls. It is the "pillar and ground of the 
truth" (I Tim. 3:15). With this in mind, 
let us not try to get the church engaged in 
unauthorized activities under the guise of 
"winning" people to Christ. The end 
does not justify the means (Rom. 3:8)! 

Conclusion 

If it is true that plays, puppet shows, 
"Judgment Houses," and the like will 
reach so many, then why didn't Jesus 
and the apostles use this method of 
"teaching"? Isn't Jesus the Master 
Teacher? Yet, Jesus chose to confront 
and convict people of their sin, rather 
than entertain them (Jn. 8:1-11; Matt. 
23:13-39; etc.). Paul and the apostles 
would have made many more friends, 
and I am sure would have "drawn" 
many more if they had simply conducted 
puppet shows and plays for the kids. In- 
stead, they chose to follow the example 
of Christ and preach the unadulterated 
Word of God. (Gal. 1:11-12; I Cor. 
9:16). Knowing this, who are we to think 
that we have a "better" way to teach 
than Jesus or the apostles? God wants 
His word preached and taught in its pu- 
rity and simplicity (II Tim. 2:2, 4:2). It 
will not do for anyone to try to change 
God's word by going into the entertain- 
ing business, or scaring kids into obeying 
the Lord! 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 



